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Edmund Clarence Stedman, author of the 
"Hymn of the West," ihe official hymn of ihe 
Louisiana Purchase Exposition, poel and critic, 
the *un of Major Edmund B. Stedman and o( 
the poet Eliiabcth (Dodge) Stedman, was born 
at Hartford, Conn., October Sth, 1S33. 

Entering Yale at the age of fiheen he look 
honors lor poetry and composition, and though 
he did not graduate was afterwards enrolled 
with his class of '53 by his Alma Mater. In 
later years he received from her the degree of 
LL.D,, and from Columbia University that 
of L.H.D. In 1S96 he wrote the Yale Com- 
mencement Ode which was set to music by 
Professor Horatio W. Parker and is sung on 



He 
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nia] Poem of 1901, has delivered poems at 
Harvard and Dartmouth, and has re-delivered 
at Columbia and Pennsylvania Universities the 
cuurse of lectures with which he opened the 
chair of poetry at Johns Hopkins. 

Since his earliest lyrics, many of which are 
retained in the household edition of his poems, 
his poetry has been familiar to his countrymen. 
His active connection with journalism extended 
only over the interval that he served under 
Greeley on the Tribune and his three years as 
war correspondent for Ihe World, during which 
period he was, for a time, in the bureau of 
Lincoln's Attorney- Genera I, Edward Bates of 
Missouri, who shared his books and leisure with 
hisyoung protege and was his friend. Among 
his critical essays may be mentioned Victorian 
Poets, Poets of America, and Nature and 
Elements of Poetry, works which have become 
classic, and the appearance of the first of which 
gave him an immediate fooling at home and 
abroad. His compilations have been various 
and important and ranging through the field 
both of pocity and of prose, embrace the 
Stedman - Hutchinson Library of American 
Literature and publications equally well known. 
Since Mr. Lowell's death he has filled his 
place as President of the American Copyright 
League and is also President of the National 
Institute of Arts and Letters. 

Mr. Stedman has always been deeply in- 
terested in the development of the West. In 
early manhood he was concerned in the con- 
struction and financing of the first section of 
the first Pacific Railway, from Leavenworth 
atfd Kansas City, where for forty miles of foil- 
ing prairie the only habitation was a cottage 
set on wheels. This service brought him into 
Wall Street, and, determined to get time and 
means for literature, he left Ihe profession of 
journalism and became a banker and member 
of the New York Stock Exchange. In 1900 he 
was forced by illness to retire and has since de- 
voted his time to literature and public enterprise. 

Mr. Stedman isaNewEnglander and served 
as President of the New England Society for a 
number of years. His close acquaintance and 
association with the progressive men who have 
been instrumental in the development of the 
country have admirably fitted him to embody in 
classic and poetic phrase the spirit of the West. 



From out Thy secret place draw tu%Yi 
The courts and temples of this ground} 

Eternal Ljg;ht, 

Fill with Thy might 
These domes that in Thy purpose jrrew. 
And lift a nation's heart anew I 

Illumine Thou each pathway here. 

To show the marvels God hath wrought 
Sitice first Thy people's chief and seer 
Looked up with that prophetic thought, 
Bade Time unroll 
The fateful scroll, 
And empire unto Freedom gave 
From doudland height to tropic wave. 

Poured through the gateways of the North 

Thy mighty rivers jcnn their tide. 
And on the wings of morn sent forth 
Their mats the far-off peaks divide. 
By Thee unsealed, 
The mountains yield 
Ores that the wealth of Ophir shame. 
And gems enwrought of seren-hued flame. 

Lo, through what years the soil hath lain 

At thine own time to give increase — 

The greater and the lesser grain, 

The ripening boll, the myriad fleecel 

Thy creatures graze 

Appointed wayst 

League after league across the land 

The ceaseless herds ohey Thy hand. 

Thou, whose high archways shine most clear 

Above the plenteous western plain. 
Thine ancient tribes from round the sphere 
To breathe its qtiickening air are fain; 
And smiles the sun 
To see made one 
Their brood throughout Earth's greenest space, 
Land of the new and lordlier race I 



John Knowles Paine, the composer of the 
music for the "Hymn of the West," the official 
hymn of the Louisiana Purchase Exposition, was 
bom in Portland, Maine, January 9th, 1SJ9. 
He made his first appearance in public as 
organist and composer in 1857. In 1858 he 
went to Berlin, Germany, where he remained 
nearly three years, studying the organ, composi- 
tion, singing and instrumentation with eminent 
masters. He gave several organ concerts in 
Berlin and returned to the United States in 1861. 
In iS£z he was appointed Instructor in Music 
at Harvard University and having gradually 
built up Ihe Department of Music he received 
in 1875 the title of Professor of Music, being 
the first occupant of the chair in any American 
University. In 1867 he directed his Mass at 
the Singacademie in Berlin, on which occasion 
he was honored with the presence of the then 
Crown Princesi Victoria, the royal mother of 
the presMit German Emperor. 

His first important composition produced in 
his native land, was the Oratorio "St. Peter," 
performed under his direction in Portland, 
Maine, June, 1S73, and repeated in the follow- 
ing year by the Handel and Haydn Society of 
Boston. The oratorio was highly praised and 
Mr. Paine was ackowledged as the leading 
American composer. He composed Ihe Cen- 
tennial Hymn, to Ihe words of Whiltier, which 
was sung at the opening of the Exposition in 
Philadelphia, 1876. 

One of his most remarkable worts is the 
music to the "CEdipusTyrannus" of Sophocles. 
as performed in Greek at the Sanders Theatre, 
Cambridge, in May, 1881. 

Among his subseijuent compositions may 
especially be noticed the Columbus March and 
Hymn, composed by official invitation for the 
Opening Ceremonies of the World's Columbian 
Exposition (1892). The list ot Prof. Paine's 
works also includes songs, part songs, motets, 
piano and organ compositions, and chamber 

Undoubtedly Professor Paine's most import- 
ant work is theopera"Azara,"in three acts, on 
a Provcnjal subject, the libretto of which was 
written by the composer. This has been pub- 
lished(i9oi)byBreitkopf and Haertelof Leipslc. 
Selections from "Aiara" have been given in 
the concert hall with great success, especially 
the ballet music, which has been performed 
repeatedly by the Boston Symphony Orchestra. 

Professor Paine was the official delegate of 
Harvard University at the Wagner Festival in 
Berlin, October, 1903. He was the first of the 
foreign delegates to be presented to Prince Eitel 
at the unveiling of the statue of Wagner. At 
the banquet which followed Prof. Paine made 
an address and was honored wirh a diploma 
and gold medal. His Prelude to "CEdipus" was 
performed at the International Concert and was 
received with great enthusiasm. 

By eminent critics in Germany and Ai 
Prof, Paine is ranked among the foremost livin^^ 
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Hymn of the "West. 

Words by Composed by 

EDMUND CLARENCE STEDMAN. JOHN KNOWLES PAINE. 

Orchestral Introduction. 

Allegro non troppo. (J = ioo-io(() 
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